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faithful account of the great religious order existing in
countries where genuine Buddhism is the prevailing creed.
We have been obliged, for the sake of truth, to mention
many abuses that haverslowly crept into it; but we never
entertained the slightest intention of casting a malignant
contempt or a sneering ridicule upon its members. Most
sincerely we pity those unfortunate victims of error and
superstition who are wasting their time and energies in
the fruitless pursuit of an imaginary felicity. No language
can adequately express the ardour and intensity of our
desires, sighs, and prayers to hasten the coming of the day
when the thick mist and dark cloud that encompass their
souls shall be dissipated, and the Sun of Righteousness
shall shed into them his vivifying beams. However de-
plorable their intellectual blindness may be, we always
felt that they have a right to be fairly and impartially
dealt with. The religious order they belong-to is, after
all, the greatest in its extent and diffusion the most ex-
traordinary and perfect in its fabric and constituent parts,
and the wisest in its rules and prescriptions, that has ever
existed either in ancient or modern times without the pale
of Christianity.